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Mizoram Tourism: Over 22,000 ILPs issued in the last four
months Tourist inflow increases after the opening of Sairang
New Delhi,Agency: More

than 22,000 Inner Line Permits
(ILPs) have been issued since the
inauguration of the Bairabi-
Sairang railway line in Mizoram,
police said. 

Since the Bairabi-Sairang rail-
way line was inaugurated in
September last year, more than
22,000 Inner Line Permits (ILPs)
have been issued at the Sairang
railway station.  A police officer
posted at the ILP counter at
Sairang station said that a total of
20,914 ILPs were issued to
tourists, businessmen and
migrant workers from September
13, 2025, after the railway line's
inauguration, until the end of last
year.An additional 1,517 ILPs
were issued between January 1
and 8, bringing the total to
22,431. He added that on average,

around 100-200 ILPs are issued
every time a train arrives at the
station. "Typically, two trains
arrive daily," 

The people who came in
October and November were
tourists

He said most visitors, especial-
ly in October and November,
were tourists, while the December

influx was dominated by migrant
workers and traders. 

However, on some occasions,
violators were apprehended who
tried to escape from the police
station. 

Some beggars were also traced,
who were immediately sent back
to their native villages. Tourists
generally come from various

states, including Delhi, West
Bengal, and southern states, with
the largest number coming from
neighboring Assam.The police
admitted they are facing a severe
staff shortage, as they are cur-
rently performing the duties of
the Government Railway Police
(GRP) in addition to maintaining
law and order and managing ILP
verification. Speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, the officer
said, "Although the GRP hasn't
been formally notified yet, we still
perform their duties, including
traffic and parking control. The
staff shortage is a challenge, espe-
cially when 1,500-2,000 passen-
gers arrive at a time." Currently,
the station has 20 policemen, who
sometimes work until 2 a.m. due
to train delays and return to duty
at 7 a.m.

Maharashtra Election
Commission declares public holi-
day on Jan 15 for civic poll voting

New Delhi,Agency: Ahead of the
Maharashtra civic polls, the State Election
Commission on Friday announced a public
holiday for January 15 in areas under 29
municipal corporations where polling will
be held. The public holiday will be applica-
ble to government and semi-government
offices, corporations, boards, public under-
takings, banks and central government
offices within the jurisdiction of the civic
bodies, news agency reported. The commis-
sion also informed that preparations related
to the polls, including the readiness of EVMs
(electronic voting machines), have been
completed.

New
Delhi,Agency: A
political controversy
erupted over
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED)
raids on the office
and residence of
Indian Political
Action Committee (I-
PAC) chief Pratik
Jain in Kolkata, spilt
over to the national
capital on Friday as
several Trinamool
Congress leaders
protested outside
Home Minister Amit
Shah’s office in
Delhi.As the protest
blew up, cops also
got involved and

TMC MP Mahua
Moitra was seen
being carried by
police personnel
while being detained.
“Shame shame
shame!”, yelled
Moitra as she con-
demned the police
action and vowed
that her party would
win the upcoming
Assembly elections in
West Bengal.

The Trinamool
MP accused Amit
Shah of using the ED
as "lootera" to gain
access of the party's
information ahead of
elections. "Bengal me
hum jeetenge chahe
ye jo bhi kar len (We

will win in Bengal no
matter what they
do)," Moitra was
heard saying a clip
shared by news
agency 

Not only Moitra,
TMC MP Derek
O'Brien was also
detained by the Delhi
Police during the
protests.The TMC
members' protest
came a day after a
dramatic showdown
between Bengal chief
minister Mamata
Banerjee and the ED
over the central
probe agency's raids
at the I-PAC chief's
premises.According
to Banerjee, Pratik
Jain is the head of

TMC's IT Cell, and
she alleged that the
ED raids were an
attempt to procure
important docu-
ments and data of the
Trinamool Congress
ahead of elections in
Bengal. 

"They (ED) were
confiscating my
party’s documents
and hard disks,
which has details
about our candidates
for the assembly
polls. I have brought
those back,” was
reportedly said on
Thursday after she
turned up at Jain's
premises when raids
were underway.

Mahua Moitra carried by cops outside Amit Shah's
office as protest against ED raids blows up

Odisha,Agency: 'Several courts
in Odisha were put on high alert after
receiving anonymous threatening
emails. Security agencies responded
immediately, intensifying investiga-
tions, and deployed special teams to
prevent any untoward
incidents.Khilari Rishikesh Gyandev
said on Thursday that special bomb
disposal squads, search teams, and
additional security teams have been
deployed as per standard operating
procedures. He said, "A tip-off was
received from a security perspective,
and since this is a sensitive matter,
standard security drills are being car-
ried out as per protocol to thoroughly
check the premises. Security agencies
are continuing inspections as part of
the drill." He further said that inspec-
tions are ongoing and officials are
assessing the threat, so further infor-
mation is awaited. Police is investi-
gating – Director General of Police
Director General of Police Yogesh

Bahadur Khurana said police have
taken cognizance of the anonymous
threatening email received yesterday
and have launched a thorough inves-
tigation. "As a precautionary meas-
ure, police surveillance and security
arrangements have been strength-
ened at all relevant locations. The sit-
uation is being closely monitored," he
said. He urged the public not to panic
and request-
ed coopera-
tion.

Upon
receiving the
email, staff
and others
were immedi-
ately evacuat-
ed from the
High Court
and District
Court premis-
es for inspec-
tion.

Several courts in Odisha have been put on high
alert after receiving threatening emails, with

special teams deployed

Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Agency:
NCP state president Sunil
Tatkare on Thursday said he had
no personal objection to a possi-
ble merger decision of the two

NCP factions, but added any such
move would have to be taken col-
lectively by the party brass.His
statement came against the back-
drop of the two NCPs forming an
alliance for municipal corpora-

tion elections in some places.
Tatkare said the decision to

align with NDA had been dis-
cussed within the party for sever-
al years, but was repeatedly
deferred. 

No personal objection to merger of 2 NCPs, but decision must be collective: Sunil TatkareUnion Agriculture Minister holds bilateral
meeting with Fijian counterpart to deepen

India–Fiji cooperation in the agriculture sector

Prabhat Headline
Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, held
a bilateral meeting with Hon. Tomasi
Tunabuna, Minister for Agriculture and
Waterways of Fiji, at Krishi Bhawan, New
Delhi on 9th January 2026. Both the sides-
discussed ongoing cooperation and out-
lined future areas of collaboration.
Hon’ble Minister highlighted that India
enjoys historical relations with Fiji which
is growing further on mutual respect,
cooperation and strong cultural and peo-
ple-to-people ties. He further underscored
that both countries recognise the signifi-
cance of agriculture and food security as
key areas for bilateral cooperation.
Both Ministers held a fruitful discussion on
a broad range of issues of mutual interest.
The two sides agreed to extend the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
for a further five years and to establish a
Joint Working Group (JWG) to advance
cooperation. In addition to this the key
areas of collaboration discussed included
student exchanges, training and capacity-
building programmes, and technology
sharing covering small-scale machinery,
and digital agriculture tools. The discus-
sions also focused on strengthening
research infrastructure, genetic exchange
initiatives and knowledge sharing on
reducing food loss and waste. 


